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« We trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men.'—Paul. 
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29, Cornhill, BosTox, by BzxnJaminB. Musszr; and| promige and'the blessings it offers are dependent 
> bs is yr Joke a7 64) an SE Larger ppc go! on the obedience of those to whom they .are offer- 
y NG. 


ed. If the people to whom this promise was made 

or Ur RON NEAT NON: disobeyed the statues, and Pronak nec 7o9 I: of God 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——_——_—— |they were to be punished with s consumption, s 
EDITORIAL. burning ague, with famine, pestilence and the 

= word ; their enemies were to rule over them and 

SALVATION BY WORKS AND BY GRACE RECONCILED. {| their children were to become their own food and 


« For by grace are ye saved.” Ephesians ii. 8. the food of beasts. Now let us understand this 


; t. Wehb knowledged th 1 
In the christian church, for many centuries, ACcoun e have acknowledge e promise 


L to be conditional; but do the conditions on which 
there has been much contention respecting the | ;t js made 


; q when giving them their utmost ex- 
way by which men obtain salvation. 'The great | tent, regard the salvation of 8ouls in a future world ? 
question on which the division 8eems to be made, | That there is a salvation promised to those in this 
is, whether men are s8aved in 8uch a way that the 


© {account who keep God's statues and command- 
good works of the saved are not essentaal to their [ments we do not dispute, but 1s that salvation im- 
Salvation, or in & way which requires their good| mortal p1o 


works as 8omething indispensable. Those who 
have excluded good works have done 80 for gey- 


and a 8alvation from endless misery ? 
Nothing of this is expressed or even hinted in 
. the text. The salvation there promised, is a sal- 
eral reagons, among which we may notice, first ;— | yation from the evils there mentioned, such as the 
the high exaltation of the grace of God, alledg-| congumption, the burni e &c, This was & 
ing that by, mixing good works among the means | galyation they would realize in case they kept the 
of 8alvation, gome of the pg taken from the | divine statues and commandments ; not a word is 
Redeemer .and given to the creature—And sec-| gajid about their being saved- from endless wrath, 
ond, that it renders salvation uncertain as it rests | gx that their obedience would procure eternal 
on the performances of the unperfect creature | oJory, but. their recompense was rain in due gea- 
man. | S80n, increase from their land, and fruit from their 
On the other hand, those who plead for good] trees &c. I presume that no one will accuse us 
works, contend that God treats his creatures as | of putting a wrong construction to this divine 
moral agents—that he makes his promises oN con- promise. As the passage promises nothing be- 
dition of obedience—that he promises rewards to | yond this world; and threatens nothing beyond 
thoze who obey him, and threatens with punish- | this world, we are confident the reader will ve 
ments those who digobey. They further alledge | no objection to our saying that it concerns no 
that the contrary doctrine tends to weaken the | world beyond this. 
force of moral obligation—that it 1s calculated to Another conditional promise you will find in 
render the creature careless and unthoughtful— | [gajah 55th. *Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
and encourages him to neglect the at necess1- | ye to the waters, and he that hath no money come 
ty of obeying God. It 8eems finally, that both | ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk 
parties have much scripture testimony on which | without money and without 'price. Why do > 


they rest their respective tenets, and if any meth- | spend your money for that which is not bre 


od could be digcovered to reconcile those scrip-| and labor for that which satisfieth not ? - Hearken 


tures which serve as the foundation of the doc-| dilligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good 
trine of thoge who exclude good works with those | and let your soul delight itself in fatness.* All 
which are uged to gerve the pu of the con-| the blessings here named are dependent on our 
T0 doctrine, all as "rt agreed and harmonized | coming to the waters of life, and harkening dil- 
 1n the unity of the faith, and the tedious dispute | ligently unto the divine precept. Now what will 
ended. _ NS 159 _. | be the consequence if we do not? | 'The conse- 
The propoged work here, is to bring about this | quence will be, we shall not be blessed with wine 
reconciliation. . ; | and milk, which represent the joys of the 
That 8ome of the promises of God are. made on | we shall spend our money for that which is not 
conditions . of obedience, I shall not dispute; the | bread, and labor for that which eatisfieth not. 
following are among the number. _ See Ley. xxvi.| We hall eat that which is not good. You see 
There God has promised the children of Israel | that the consequence would be bad enough. To 
that if they will keep his statutes and command- | ]abor for that which gives us no satisfaction after - 
ments—he will give them rain in due 8eason—and| we have got ho to eat that which is not 
that their land—and trees shall yield- their in- | good, must be a punishment which very rational 
_ crease and fruit. And that they should dwell in would wish to avoid,”and would rather en- 
8afety and none. should make them afraid, and be the blessings of coming to the waters of life, 
that they should be delivered from evil beasts and | and harkening dilligently to the word of God.— 
from the s8word—that they should triumph over | Every judicious expositor of scripture would allow 
their enemies—and- five of them should an | that whit we have aid on this pas8age, is giving 
hundred, and an hundred of them should put ten | to it, all it says, and- all it implies. In cage we 
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neglect the” invitation, it dogs not threaten endless 

- condemnation, but we must loge while we-neglect 
it, the favors it promises. 

Another conditional promise is recorded in 
Matt. xi. chapter. Where our Savior 8ays, * Come 
unta me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and 
I will give you rest; take my yoke upon you and 
learn of me: for ] am meek and lowly i heort 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Here we 
are promiged a light burden, an easy yoke, and 
rest to our 8ouls, if we will only come to Christ 
and learn of him. But eupposing we will not 
come unto him while we are in this world, must 
we be forever miserable in another world, as a 


have ever been unbelievers. will be forever. con- 
Gpney BY '; in BOT worl: CF e need not 
be more explicit; all must see that the page: 
we rs Ghanderty has its | Alon in thi wor 
where there are believers and unbelieyers, an 
that the 8alvation it promoong to the one and the 
condemnation with which it threatens the other, is 
the blessing which one enjoys in believing the 
truth, 6 misery which befals the other for 
believing a falsehood. 

We have already occupied the readers atten- 
tion on this part of our 8ubject longer perhaps 
than was necessary—we s8hall, therefore forbear 
to cite any. more of the many pas8ages which 
when properly explained, are of similar meaning 


congequence? This is not a necessary conclu- 
gion. No, if we will not come to Christ and learn 


of him in this world, we must remain destitute of 


those enjoyments which-he promises as a reward 


for our coming to him and learning of him. If 


we will not obey his call in this world we bear a 
heavy burden, we must carry a grievous yoke and 
our 8ouls must be destitute of rest. There would 
be no propriety in promising us a light burden, an 
easy yoke and rest, if we would obey the invita- 


tion, if we could have these blessings without | 


obedience. But these favors can be sepured by 
no other means than by our complying with the 
Savior's invitation. There may be those who 


never. comply with 1t in this world, such must in 
this world lead a miserable life; they must be 
bowed down beneath heavy burdens their life 


long, a galling yoke will be about them, and a 
troubled 8oul will 

Joy; aud they must remain in this situation, and 
nothing in time or eternity can redeem them from 
it, until they are gathered to our Savior and 


taught of him, and then they will be granted a 


happy release. Another, conditional promise is 


dash from their lips the cup of 


with those we have been noticing ; we will there- 
fore turn to the other side of the question and 
bring forward 8ome of those divine promises 
which are' without conditions, that are not depen- 
dent for their fulfilment on weak and' imperfect 
man. In the first place then, let us notice the 
promise made to Abraham, *In thee and in thy 
geed 8hall all the families of the earth be blessed.' 
It does not say to Abraham that allthe families of 
the earth shall be blessed in him and his 8eed, if 
they are willing to be blessed, and comply with 
certain offers of grace. In the Pzalms we have 
the promise of God, that all kings shall bow down 
before him and all nations shall serve him—men 
shall be blessed in him, all nations shall call him 
blessed. We have the promise of God recorded 
by Isaiah in the following words; ©In this moun- 
tain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people 
a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, 
of fat things full of marrow of wines on the lees 
well refined. And he will destroy the face of 
the covering cast over all people and the vel] 
gpread over all nations, He will ewallow up 
death in victory; and the Lord God' will wipe 


e in Mark xvi. 16. *He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not | 
shall be damned. Here salvation is promised as 
a reward for believing in Christ and receiving his 
baptism, which is a baptism of the spirit of truth 
and righteousness. But when and where is this 
salvation to be realized? Answer, when and 
where, people are believers in Christ and are 
baptized with his baptism. If people are beliey- 
ers in Christ in this world _ are here baptiz- 
ed with the spirit of truth and righteousness, they, 
in this world, then enjoy the salvation of which 
this men 8peaks. 'The scriptures 8ay that we 
which have believed do enter into rest. This 
rest is a salvation from trouble. Again, the di- 
vine testimony says ; *'There is peace in .beliey- 
ing and joy in the holy ghost.” This peace and 
Joy whic 4 we experience by believing, are the 8al- 
vation promised”in the p we. are explaini 
and 1t 1s a salvation from that damnation whic 
the passage says one 8hall experience who be- 
heves not. This damnation, is when and where 
people. are unbelievers. The whole of this 8ub- 
Jeet is explained by  pazzage found in' St. John's 
govpel ii. He that beheveth on him is not 

he that believeth not is condemn- 


away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of 
his people shall he take away from off all the earth, 
for the Lord hath spoken it. There is nothing 
in all this great promise dependent on the works 
of man, God has unequiyocally declared that it 
shall be accomplished. By this 8ame prophet he 
has again promised, and even 8ays; *I have 8worn 
by myself, the word has gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness and shall not return, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue 8hall swear, 
8urely shall say in the Lord have JI righteousness 
and strength.* Again, we have the promise that all 
the ends of the earth shall 8ee the salvation of 
God. By the apostle of the Gentiles God has 
promised to put his law into our. hearts, to write 1t 
on our minds, to work in us both to will and to do 
and of his own good pleasure, that he will blot 
out our trausgressions and our sins and iniqnities 
, |he will remember no more, and that we shall be 
unto him a people and he will be unto us a God. 
These passages are positive, and place the sal- 
vation of man beyond any doubt and condi- 
tion, the words 8hall, and will fix their certainty 
beyond equivocation. Now how 8hall we recon- 
ot Hows Aryan e_ are anoondiene, with 
e that are dependent on the works of mor- 
already, because he. believeth not in the name | tals? The with is" | done. There 19 no 
* begotten. Son of God.” All people | disxagreement. Conditional promiges relate to 2 
before. they believed, and = uite —_ t concern Sol those Bc arg 
are commenting x 8ays; he |tive. The difficulty and the only diffi iy tha 
#hall be damned. The lan- HS _ 8 
CE EOS ans 


lan- | has arisen 0 tr nffay x ct, has. 
But who will say that all who | wrong application of | 


lieveth not 
positivo. 
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the ealy 


of which they 
$2! adiger; wanker Keg 


to involve the eternal interest | 


of thoge to w they were given, when-nothing 
but their temporal welfare hn meant, as we have 
shown. The text says ; *by 5 gow 
The salvation here: 8poken of must be different 
from that which is dependent on«the works of 
men, because the' words following 8ay, *not of 
works lest' any man gshould boast.' Here is a 
salvation which is not of works, of course [it is 
distinct from any salvation that is dependent on 
works. + This 8alvation, I conclude, is a state of 
immortal glory, where we shall be saved from all 
our 8ins clothed in white robes or robes. of righte- 
ousness, prepared with celestial praises to engage 
in nas pleasures. Tt is by no means rational 
to 8 e that 80 good and 80 great « Being as 
our Father ahoul leave in the dark mazes of un- 
certainty the future welfare of his children. It is 
by no means likely that he left it on conditions to 
be complied with by man, whether he should have 
a family in the future world or not. | He gave us 
this world with all the blessings therein contain- 
ed without the ageney of our works. Is it rea- 
sonable to guppose that the unseen world, a 
. world infinitely more important than this, with its 
enjoyments is dependant on human agency ? 'The 
idea is preposterous. 'The truth is expressed by 
the poet in the following ; 

© Look how we el here below, 

Fond of these trifling toys, 

Our s8ouls can neither fly nor go, 

To reach eternal joys.” 
If we ever inherit a state of eternal glory that 
sate will be, the free unmerited gift of a kind 
Father, and ious Benefactor, it is not of 
works lest any man 8hould boast. But how much 
boasting there is in the christian world? How 
many are calculating to be receiyed to the realms 
of eternal bliss because they have done something 
which others have neglected to do? How many 
there are who pretend much humility, but in their 
prayers before God, engage in the greatest piece 
of boasting the world ever heard ; thanking God 
they are better than other men, holding to view 
the idea that he is a partial Parent, that they are 
his favorites, and others are reprobates. Let such 
brethren cease their boasting, for salvation is not 
of works, But we have acknowledged; and we 
believe, that there is a salvation dependent on our 
works, Look at the 8ons of infamy and daughters 
of disgrace, and behvld their wretchedness—con- 
template our penitentiaries, prisons and dungeons, 
and calculate the aggregate of misery suffered b 
their unhappy inmates. . Call over the long list of 
the profane the intemperate—the quarrelsome, the 
abandoned of every kind, and see their lives wast- 
ed in wtetched captivity to their vices. Would 
you be 8aved from the ills which corrode their 
ves you must comply with the conditions which 

od has given for our moral government. B. w. 
*O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is ; 

for his mercy endureth forever. O give 
unto the God 
forever '=BrpLE. 


Enaata. In our lent namber, in. the. article 
pens last ut, one, for * gelf 
" 18 jo , 5 


myured. 


are ye gaved.”| 


| 


of gods: for his mercy endureth 


[ 
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ESSAYS ON EDUCATION.—No. II. 
By L. 8. Evzxtrr. 


In continuing my remarks upon this. subject, 1 

Shall direct the attention of the reader in the. first 

, to DOMESTIC EDUCATION :—Under this 

hall speak, first, of Family Govenrment-second- 

ly, of the influence of precept and example in de- 

veloping the affections—thirdly, of the inculcation 
of scientitic and moral truths in early life, 

1. It is, by the law of God and Nature, the pre- 
rogative of parents to govern their own hougeholds, 
But the power from whom this right is derive 
requires that it should be properly exercised. An 
to the end that it may be properly exercised, every 
domestic law should be founded in justice, and 
executed in mercy—every precept should be an 
emanation from love,—and every penalty should 
be calculated to reclaim. In one word, every exer- 
cise of ntal authority skould be directed to 
the attainment of one end—the good of the 8ubject. 

It would be unreasonable to suppose, that a pa- 
rent has a fight to Uo '—that the relation he 
bears to his child confers upon him the privilege 
of acting the tyrant over those who are providen- 
tially placed under his control. He may do all he 
can for the benefit of his children ; but there his 
authority ends, He cannot lawfully .do anything 
that, will injure their persons, morals, or interests, 
So that, when we admit that the parent has a right 
to require obedience on the part of the child, it is 
understood that his requirements are just, and 
therefore obligatory. And, if the have & 
right to inflict a penalty for disobedience, he de- 
rives that right from an enlightened consciousness 
that the effect will be beneficial. | 

And further; in order to justify the infliction of 
any penalty, it must be made to ap that the 
disobedienec of the child was actually blame-wor 
thy, that the act was done wilfully and malictously 
without provocation, and without being atte 
by ny paoitiog circumstance. Aud even then it 
Should become. a serious question, how far pre- 
cious mismanagement may have contributed to this 
particular act of disobedience—whether the 
rent is not indebted to his own folly—to his having 
been unreasonably indulgent, or unreasonably se- 
vere; or to his having manifested bad passions, in 
the presence of his child, for the very excuse 
which he would now urge for the chastisement he 
inflicts, | 

It is highly. probable, that, in ninety nine cases 
out of a hundred in which parents find it necessary 
—or think they find it ne , to chastise their 


ceggary : 
y | children, the fault is justly chargeable to them- . 


8elves. It is not, unfrequently the case, that they 
are thrown off their guard by some inadverten- 
cy of a child, and fly. into a passion,—thereby 
8etting & most pernicious example—a A] 
in an hour or two, will punish the little imitator 
of their manners, for doing as they . have done 
themselves. EY, 


were it. neces8ary, to run the ri 


mans 
ling, 
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thought s0mewhat singular, by mentioning geveral 
familiar —_— which go to illustrate and prove 
the correctness of the idea just advanced. One or 
two will suffice. 

Parents 8ometimes punish their children severe- 
- ly fortelling an untruth; when, perhaps, they have 

emselves, innocently because unconsciously, giv- 
en them' the first rudiments of the art'in their own 
example. When the child commits some trifling 
offence, or puts its parent. to 8ome little inconve- 
nience, it is told that if it does not be till, or if 
does 80 again, it shall be whipped into inch pieces 
—or have its ears cut off—or the beggar man will 
come and carry it off, 'The child knows, all this 
time; that its parent will do no such thing. But, 
no matter for that—it must be whipped the next 
time it copies the example. 

Now the evil, as before observed, lies with those 
who have the management of children; and the 
whipping system will continue, until parents haye 

ed to govern_themselves—to subdue their 
_ own passions—and to observe, undeviatingly, 
those rules which they prescfibe for their house- 
hold. 

But it s8hould also be observed, that unreasona- 
ble and ill-timed indulgencies, are quite as detri- 
mental as those severities which have been men- 
tioned. These, in fact often render severity the 
only resort. If a child is indulged at one time, 
it will expect to be at any other time, when the 
whim takes it—and, as the parent has been unrea- 
gonable once, he may find 1t next to impossble to 


get along without being s0 again. And, finding, 


that he has erred on the side of folly,he may screen 
himself behind injustice. But he will sooner or 
later find, that it would have been far easjer, and 
far better, to have done right in the first place. 
Were I to take it upon myself to lay down any 
general rules in respect to these imatters, they 
would be very concise, and very simple—and the 
first one should be. Let parents be careful to gov- 
ern themselves by the rules of propnety and justice. 
And then I would go on to 8ay—govern the chil- 
dren entrusted to your care by the potent influ- 
ence of good examples—for precepts, and laws, 
and penalties, are good for nothing without them. 
Never let your children hear an unkind, or immor- 
al word from your lips—let them never witness an 
unkind look— Jet them live in the atmosphere ot 
love—Jlet them know, as early as possible, that you 
are constantly influenced by a desire to do them 
good, and by the love you bare them, —and: when 
they do wrong, remember that to err is human— 
point them to the natural consequences of their er- 
rors; and place in opposition to those painful 
effects, the pleasure to be obtained by doing well— 
teach the young heart to feel the loss which it has 
gustained in consequence of having done wrong, 
and eet before it the benefits that may be derived 
from'doing right in future. q | 
It is a prominent fault in family government, 
that our domestic laws are not unfrequently arbi- 
trazyy. We too often go upon the principle that 
children are incapable of understanding *the why 
'and the wherefore? of our requisitions. But if our 
laws cannot be understood, why should a violation 
of them be considered criminal? Would it not 
be well to have none but such as are reasonable, 
andto take unweared pains to explain to'the 8ub- 
jects -of them, their nature, their reasonableness 
and justice—the design of them, and the ground 
on which obedience is required ? 


attachment to virtuous principles. 


PTecept ma 
be rendered highly beneficial in developing the 
affections of children, and in forming their char. 
acters—thereby fitting them to be useful and 


happy. 

The idea originated, I. believe, with Locke, 
that the young mind is hke a clean sheet of paper. 
The thought 18a good one; but since the ruling. 
machine has been invented, I may be pardoned 
for pony 00K upon it a little. 'The human mind 
is like a fine sheet of paper elegantly ruled. Yon 
may write upon it history, or logic, or geography, 
or romance, or mathematics,—anything. You 
may have it as nice as a Lady's Album; or as 
dirty as the blotter of a dram-shop—you may 
write on it with a good pen, or a bad one—you 
may write legibly, or illegibly—you' may do what 
you please with it. But—not to lose sight of my 
improvement of the similitude—there are certdin 
lines drawn by the hand of Nature upon this fair | 
sheet, which should be followed, let us write as 
we may. 'The rules of nature should always de 
respected. , 

erhaps, through some defect in our own edy- 
cation, we may not be able to write a very fair 
hand—ewe may at least avoid blotting the paper. 
And by being 8omewhat particular, we may make 
our letters and words conform to the ruling. $6 
that if our spelling shall be passably good, and 
our lines strait, we may hope to avoid the impute- 
tion of having been criminally negligent, or ob- 
stinately ignorant. 

Now children are, k-: nature, endowed with 
certain mental and moral faculties, which it should 
be our endeavor to develope, and improve. There 
is nothing in their constitution but what may be 
turned to good account, if judiciously managed. 
They may be made to love what is good and hate 
what is evil—to delight in the acquisition of use- 


ful agen”. or to hate everything that leads to 


it. It would seem, therefore, to be one of the 
most important duties of the parent, to attend to 
that which shall be most likely to incite the ten- 
der mind to activity in the pursuit of useful knowl- 
edge; and pive it feelings of strong and lasting 
be done? I reply—b How pon 
e done: reply—by scatterin vers along 
the path which leads to Rarorr ny Foe adorning 
virtue in that way which 'shall render it most 
pleasing to the tender and unsophisticated mind. 
That this. may be done, let every precept flow 
forth from the fountain of bei lors; and 
every example be formed from the model furnish- 
ed by Heaven. Let the family circle be a little 
republican Paradise—let * Home, 8weet home! be 


rendered thrice happy, by the charms of tranquil- 


lity, affection, and harmony—a sacred retreat, 
where an exercise of the kindlier emotions of na- 
ture may constantly be required and exemplified. 


EDITORIAL. EXCURSIONS. 


We respectfully euggest, for the consideration 
of 8uch of our brethern as have charge of religious 


periodicals, and 8uch as are in the habit of writing 


for the edification and 7 gens the peo- 


ple, whether accounts of their excursions into va- 
rious parts of the country, are not sometimes 4 
little overdone. It is always exceedingly. pleasant 
to hear that a good faithful brother has returned * 
from a tour into an adjoining town—that' the peo- | 
ple have received him kindly, and entertained hin 


— 


hospitably—that wherever he went -he found not 
only ook friends, but good cheer—and that he is 
again comfortably seated in his own chair, or what 
is 8till prog gc ie 9 rs © inditing a good 
matter ; but it would suit quite as well, generally 
zpeaking, to hear this pleasing intelligence from 
5ome -one else 'beside the recipient of 80 m 

favors. Now and then, an account of that kind 
would/ do good—no doubt of 'it—but the practice 
is apt to grow 8tale by too long a continuance. 

I do not guppose- that our brethren who some- 
times fayor us with 8uch acounts are aware of the 
fact that they do, i-giving them to the world, ex- 
pose themselves to the unjust and ungenerous 
guspicion of thinking their movements of consid- 
erable importance. But le generally have'such 
an ayersion to talking t themselves, that they 
hardly know how any one can be induced to make 
himself the hero of his own tale, without being in- 
fluenced by an oppressive 8ense of his own conge- 

ence. And then, it would save the quill- 
Tiving fraternity a world of trouble if 8ome one 
else would do this business for them. , * 

Some are- geriously apprehensive that the time 
is not far distant when 1 na x men will rush 
into the ministry for the 8ake of the loaves and fish- 
es; and common prudence suggests the impropri- 
ety of placing any inducements in the way of those 
sensualists to '8uch a course of conduct. . And 
what, let it be asked, can be more likely to induce 
persons to enter the work of the ministry from un- 
worthy motives, than to have our brethren spread 


out before them accounts of the good dinners; and 


suppers, and breakfasts, which they found in their 
peregrinations, and the whole accompanied by an 
affectionate acknowledgment of indebtedness to 
Br. A and sister B. for their exemplary hospitality 
and christian kindness ? 

For our part, we—I mean myself—whenever 
we get out of hearing of this noisy metropolis, and 
have the good fortune to fall upon good times, not 
a 80ul shall be the wiser for the discoveries we 
make, We ghall carefully lock up the secret in 
our breast. And if an of our brethren oblige us 
by calling upon us, _s afterwards tell the public 
how we entertained them, we will have them tried 
on the charge of designing to flatter us, and 8en- 
tinced by a jury of cooks to remain silent in their 
own praise until they find something of more general 
interest to talk about. L.'S.E. 
—m—_—_— —_—_————————_————————————— 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


————_— 


A TALE—FOUNDED ON FACT. 

This is a 8trange world, or, at any rate there 
are many strange things in it.  Yes—there are a 
thousand 8trange folks, and strange conceits, and 
notions, and whims, and oddities, in this world. 
And among them all there is nothing - more 
Strange, than that people 8hould take it into their 
heads that all virtue, and piety, and consistency, 
and faith, and knowledge, 1s confined to one par- 
ticular denomination or class of men. 

[ was travelling through a township in the «tate 
of New York, =: Gar but a few weeks before I 
had dispensed, for the first time, the word of life, 
to a numerous congregation in ® large and com- 
modious 8chool-house, which was surrounded by 
a cluster of dwellings, and delightfully situated in 
a rich vale of well cultivated land. At the dis- 
tance of three quarters of a mile, on the'side of a 


ts 


— 


—— 
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| walked leisurely at his side. Gn Cc 
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gently-sloping eminence, and in full view of the 
np ts, the mall and neat dwelling of 
a devout professor of the methodist” denomina- 
tion. Being but little accustomed- to riding on 
and desirous of giving relief to my 
faithful beast, on commencing my descent to- 
wards the village, I had row Be. and, turning 
the reins upon the s8addle, left him at liberty to 
pursue his own method of along, while I 
oming near 
the house of my methodist friend, I obgerved him 
_— in the door, and though a stranger, I 
proached him with respectful familiarity, and ask- 
ed him for « draught of cold water. 

He was a venerable looking man; his locks, 
neatly combed over a forehead which bore the 
marks of considerable thought, had been'silvered 
by the frost of nearly fifty winters. His clothes, 
though probably not his best, were plain and 
neat ; and his single-breasted goat, its strait eol- 
lar, and, more than all, his demure appearance, 
could have told you at once, not merely that you 
were speaking to a 'methodist, but that he wished 
you to understand that fact, and govern yourself 


accordingly. | 
thing, after all, in the dress -of 


There is 8ome 
certain sects of religionists, which makes a 8ome- 
what favorable impression upon the minds even of 
those who will not follow their example. It 
geems to 8ay to you, in behalf of the wearer, here 
is a man who 1s not ashamed of his religion, 'and 
cannot disgrace his profession without being si- 
lently, and perhaps beneficially, reproved by the 
very clothes he wears, I am sorry to be com- 
pelled to say, that, sometimes, the-gelection of a 
peculiar costume as the livery of a sect, is indica- 
tive of a species of religious pride. But it is al- 
most certain that there are those who are quite 
fond enough of being known by their external ap- 
pearance.- Be: this as it may, I lay no charge 

inst my new acquaintance, the methodist pa- 
triarch—for he wore his Frey, as he did his 
clothes, from day to day, and every a homing ud 
and methodically, to let the world know a fact 
which, years before, had been registered in the 
great book of accounts—viz.—that he was a good, 
conscientious, thorough-going, consistent, and of 
course pious, class-leader- of the methodist de- 
nomination,—a fearless opponent of * all and sin- 
lar” the abominations of Calvinism, from the 
inning to the end of the © Shorter Catechism,' 
and more especially the irreconcilable enemy of 
the *dreadfully licentious, and *abominably in- 
consistent' heresy of the Universalists. 

Think not, dear reader, that the humble individ- 
ual who is compelled, in this instance, {to make 
himself .the hero of his own tale, was wicked 
e h to take any advantage of the person thus 
inteodoced to your favorable notice, by conceal- 
ing the fact of my being « member of the above 
mentioned denomination of Universalists. * For, 
had the godly man asked the question, I should 
have told him the whole story without the least 
evasion, for ©I am not ashamed- of the gospel of 


Christ,” nor was I then. But he never. 
seen & preacher of our blessed faith, and having, 


though a notable leader of his sect, formed the 


idea that the external appearance of one en d 
in 80 bad a' calling, must pnd with the de- 
formity and hideousness-of the doctrine he advo- 


cated, never once thought that the unostentatious 
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traveller whom he was 80 ready pot nap panes] 
with « clean bowl of water from a delicious spring 
not, far from the door of his dwelling, was neither 
more nor less than the very preacher, whose name 
he had often mentioned in connection with that of 
the very worst being you can think of, and whose 
doctrine he had & hundred times denominated 
© an invention of the devil himeelf, And it is-as 
true 8s any 8aying ever recorded by the veritable 

o08e quill employed in this or- any other s8ketch, 
that doctrines 99.4 been condemned unheard, and 
their advocates treated with disrespect, for no- 
other reason than because they were unknown to 
the authors of the calumny. F 

Just as I tasted the cooling water, a groan igsu- 

ed from an, adjoining room which sunk deep into 
my heart, and cause my mind to revert, though 
reluctantly, to a scene [, had witnessed on 
morning of that same day. It evidently proceed- 
ed from a female.an great distress; and I had that 
day attended the funeral of a young, mother, who, 
in .the midst. of domestic enjoyment, had been 
snatched from the embrace of a doating husband, 
and had left behind her the tender pledges of her 
heart's truest affections, in a cold, and too often, 
unfeeling world. Ah, thought I, the relentless 
destroyer 18 again at work! And, ten to one, his 
poisoned arrow has struck a mother's heart! It 
was even 80. 'The dear wife of the class-leader— 
the partner of his joys and sorrows, and the moth- 
er of his children, was writhing in the pangs of 
death. 'The monster had laid his icy hand. upon 
Her vitals, and his most hideous tormentor had, 
week after week, and month after month, been 
glutting his  insatiable appetite upon the life- 
blood of the 8ufferer, and gnawing at the core of 

her heart! 
» Why it was I cannot tell, the godly man sup- | 
posed that his guest was a preacher of the goape!; 
and on asking the question if I were s8uch by pro- 
fess81on received an unqualified answer in the affir- 
mative, No 80oner was this accertained than he 
urgently solicited me to enter the-room of his 81ck 
and dying wife, and become their * mouth in prayer 
to God? in her behalf, I could not refuse. On 
entering the apartment I found the-pious wife and 
mother 8urrounded by her household and friends, 
in great distress, but in the full exercise of all her 
intellectnal faculties. If ever I prayed it was 
then. 'The full glory of our Redeemer's reign 
g8eemed to have been, for that once, revealed; 
the light of truth, and the radiance of a Savior's 
love illuminated my mind. - I saw death's doings 
before me—T heard the suppressed groans of his 
feeble and expiring victim 1 witnessed the horrid 
trophy of his victory—and O, my God ! I 8aw with 
the eye of faith the victor prostrate at the; feet of 
Jesus, his prisoner set at liberty, his 8ting taken 
away, and the world saved with an everlasting sal- 
vation! 'The view of this afforded me utterance. 
My heart was full, and from its abundance, the 
mouth spake as moved by the inspiration of the 
mighty ! 'Fhe Godly man poured forth his 
heart-felt responses, and his dying wife seemed to 
loge all conciougness of her 8u 
were exchanged for expressions of extatic delight, 
and her hectic cheeks were bedewed with tears of 
Joy + ; 


- It was good for me to be and I doubt not | 


that-it was good for the afflicted. -also. 


tion to the patronage of 
q 
one of the best of a reli 


rings—her groans | 


The dying saint, pregging my hand affectionately 
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upon his heart in token of the 8i2cerity of his ex. 
ions of christian kindness and affection—anq 
left him, to see his face no more, until we- meet 
around the throne of infinite Love, to realize the 
fulfilment of the anticipations authorized by the 
faith once delieved to the-8aints, and indulged by 
the dying saint. - 

I went on, and 800n pa the place wheren 
Short time prievious I ha ——_—_ the great 8al- 
vation; — on a wotthy friend, learned from 
him the fact, that he with whom I had just mingled 
& sympathies, was the very man who had assail- 
ed my doctrine. with great violence, and treated 
my name and character with disrespect. On learn. 
ing this I desired my-friend to 8&y nothing that | 
could diminish the satisfaction which they had de- 
rived from the interview ; proferring to- leave it 
for time, and increasiug light, to remove the prej- 
udices which ignorance has produced, and vhic 
anti-christ delights to foster. CLERICUS, | 


; [For the Universalist.] 


* AWORD TO THE WISE IS SUFFICIENT? 


To THE EpiTors oF THE UNIVERSALIST. 
GENTLEMEN = | 
'The'principle object of my addressing you at the 
present time 1s, to rp; thus far, a very favor- 
able unpression which has been produced on my 
mind in perusing the geveral numbers of your - 
useful paper, © the Universalist ;} and this to be. 
followed with some general remarks. 
I was, from the commencement, much gratified 
with the course that was to be taken in regard to | 
the pacific and conciliatory spirit which was prom- | 
ised 8hould emanate from. its columns. * The 
Unwersalis? ought to carry with it the import  . 
a good name, its character ought to be pure, and 
maintain that soand doctrine * of the faith which - 
was once delivered to the saints.' 'Phis paper 
ESO era on a good work, and may it 
continne to defend with unshaken firmness and u- * 
violable integrity the cardinal virtues and unadul 
tered principles of that religion which was firs | 
prom on & gure basis, by Jesns Chris. 
Any medium of. information which is mainly de | 
voted to the cause and spread of the * ng 
goopely ought, nnquestionably, to have its columns | 
led with that spirit of divine love, which teaches 
us, *that the ways of wisdom are ways w__ 
antness, and all her paths are- peace,” I feel hap- 
py, Without the lteast hesitation, in having it 1 
my power to recommend religious publict | 

e enlightened and - | 
community: for it is, in my candid opinion, | 
nature, that is 1n Cit- | 
culation. 'That is, it; 38 the best caleulated to 
of the word of God and his unchangeable eharac- | 

prejudices of the 


; with 


will bs 


and als it vindicates cl | 8cripturally, that 
all mankind are .amnners, and by the infinite power 
and grace of an all-wige God, he will bring them 


ner, that it is fondly hope, there will be no need 
in future” to complain of its being conducted with 
a different spirit. No, my brethren, 
continue to dispense more and more light to those 
'who sit in darkness and in the region and shadow 
of death.' Religion needs no carnal weapons to 
find its way to the sinner's heart, for carnal things 
will only produce carnal effects ; but the religion 
of the meek and lowly Jesus only wants to be 
truly, peaceably and characteristically, exemplifi- 
ed, in order to have it produce, effectually, its 
happy influence on the mind; which will, in a 
measure, as8auge the most malevolent passions, 
and restore the soul to a calm and serene tate, 
Religion is calculated to make us better, and 
teaches us how to be happy—it is to improve and 
ennoble the mind, and fits it to meet, with confi- 
dence and unshaken courage, all the changing 
ecenes of life with composure in full acquiescence 
to the moral government of God. Let the spirit 
of _Joumang 8. ae be diffused generally, and it 
will 800n effect a moral change—for it does not 
exist in the boigterous wind, nor in the tremen- 
dous eart nor in the unquenchable fire, but 
only in the 8till 8mall voice All the 8udden ebul- 
litions which may spring from the warm and un- 
cultivated passions of mankind, however sincere 
they may be, are not related to that christian tem- 
per of Him, *who spake as never man spake,' who 
prayed for his enemies and said,—* Father for- 
give them for they know not what do.) Thus 
much, my brethren, I have said in favor of your 
noble undertaking, and wish it. all prosperity and 
SUCce8s both to yourselves and the further build- 
ng up the walls of Zion, according to the laws 
of immutable truth and the will of heaven. I 
could 8ay, with propriety, much more on this head, 
but deem it wholly inexpedient—as my motto is, 
—'a word to. the wise 1s ent.” TC ond 
add, and conclude. with you in the words of in- 
$piration, may *the Lord make you. to increase 
and abound in love. one toward another, and to- 
ward all men, even as we do toward. you: to the 
end he may establish your hearts unblameable in 
holiness before God, even our Father, at the com- 
ng of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints,' 
— Meditate upon these things, give thyself whol- 
ly to thow, that thy profit 
ake heed unto. thyself, => 
continue in them; for- in 80 _ 

thyself, and them that hear thee.* Fi- 


both 8ave 


on and 


nally, be perfect, be. of good comfort, be of one 
mn, live in peace; the God of love and 
Ly OLA 
onclude with a few, and general re- 
marks, tne ev wer; that 80. many 


People live and-enic and 


Jinterests of the people, rather than 
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quirements, Why is it 80? Is it not because the 
conflicting advocates of real chrietianity have 
been 80 cyvided relative to some particular opin- 
ons, in 8upporting unscriptural creeds and human 
dogmas, more than attending to the plain, ration- 
al, spiritual, and practical part of the (ns and 
examples of Christ ? Many of the esgential truths 
of christianity have been made enous by hu- 
man authority and policy, and 8ubserved more the 
of gupporting the temporal wants and 
{ purifying the 
mind, and ganctifying the- spirit. Only consider 
the vast importance of our Savior's golden rule, 
* therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men 8hould do to yon, do ye even 80 to them.” 'This 
injunction "was given by Christ, it is sufficiently 
explicit to be understood, and contains nothing 
morally improper, nor impossible to practice ; only 
let all seek to have the right spirit prevail and 
predominate, and all cultivate and cherish, as one 
a true and sincere love towards each other. If 
this principle were only put into general practice, 
how 800n a great portion of wmorality would be- 
come extinct and banished into oblivion, Only 
cease, as much as possible, to do evit and learn to 
do well, then there would be found no difficulty in 
fulfiling the vanous injunctions of the gospel. If 
people would take as much pains to do good and 
aspire after virtue, as they do to pursve the down- 
ward road to vice and wmfamy, they would goon 
gee how much eager it is to practice the former 
in preference to the” latter, 80 that in due time, 
there would be found, only occasionally, here and 
there a traveller, * on the broad road which lead- 
eth to destruction.' Let people humbly consider 
and critically study the errors and depravity which 
may possibly exist in their own hearts, instead of 
criticising and calumniating their neighbor, and 
they would be discharging a more important du- 
ty, and be an honor to themselves, as well as a 
essing to the community. Pure and undefiled 
religion. was not intended to give place to cruel 
deception ;—it was not designed to disturb peace- 
makers ;—-it has no fellowship or part with slan- 
der; no intimacy with backbiters ;—no quarrels 
with the 8elf-righteous and self-sufficient ;—it has 
no relish for the seat of the proud and scornful ;— 
it has no desire to imitate the angry passions ;—it, 
covets not the pleasures of the world—in fine, it 
never- delights itself in moving in any different 
Sphere from its original nature, but always an- 
nouncing, * glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth e, good toull towards men. 
. When will,” 8zys Dr. Fleetwood, *the baypy 
time arrive in which professing christians s 
form themselves on these' important maxims of 
their great Master! When shall they be known to 
be his disciples, by the candor of their sentiments, 
the ity- of their conduet, and the beneficence 
of their actions, as well as by the articles of their 
faith, and the forms of their worship ”— R. C. 


Plymouth Sept. 1832. | 
©The grace of God which bringeth ealvation to 


all men appeared, teaching us that denying 
all iness, and every worldly lust, we a 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 


Let those, who profess to haye been taught by 
this unjversal grace, be careful to live according 


yet come 80 far | in obt the ARC 16. 


to its moral requirements. 
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Writings of Thomas Gross. 
OF THE GOSPEL. 


3. The unchangeableness of the Gogspel. 

It hag been necessary, that we - $#'> 3 in 8ome 
measure, anticipate this part of our s8ubject under 
the two former heads. But we wish to be more 
full and explicit on the unchangeableness and uni- 
versality of the Gospel, and for that reason, we 
ke up and illustrate those particulars in this 
place. 

It is necessary, in order that, the good, which 1s 
announced to us, be immutable or unchangeable ; 
that.the source or fountain should, itself, be im- 
mutable. God, only, is that fountain. If God be 
inmutable, and if all the good promised to man be 
from God ; it 8eems, unquestionably, to argue that 
. the good is immutable: for that Being, who is 
always the same ; who never varies, and who-nev- 
er will, as to his nature, intentions or purposes, 
have the least variableness or shadow of turning ; 
that Being, we 8ay, must and will accomplish all 
the good which he hath in store for us; and in no 
future time, will be he less disposed to bestow it, 
than he 1s at present. 

If, like mankind, he should waver in his love ; if 
he 8hould like them, grow forgetful or thoughtless 
of the objects of 4p An if, as is the case with 
us, he 8hould discover a defect in his original plan, 
and 8hould alter his plan to: his present views: in 
either of these cases, there would as to our salva- 
tion, be no immutability. 

But, in all these instances, there is the greatest 
assurance to us, that the good news of the gospel 
is from an unchangeable gource. God never wa- 
vers in his affection; nor does he ever forget man- 
kind or be unmindful of them ; nor did he ever 8ee 
any defect in his plan of operations, that an amend- 
ment should be nesessary. 'The immutability or 
panty ay pany of the gospel, is thus based on 
a sure foundation. 

The gift of God, whether we consider it as 
Christ himself, or our interest or salvation in him; 
is a 8trong argument of unchangeableness. Paul's 
png: is this—if God 8pared not his own Son, 
but < red him up for us all ; how shall he not 
with him also, freely give us all things? Rom. v. 
84. God has given us the assurance of his love, 
in the gift of his Son ; will he not the, according 
| to his immutibility, bestow upon us the blessings, 

which Christ was sent to reveal? The promise 
and the oath of Jehovah go to confirm this immu- 
tibility. . He who. hath promised, is faithful and 
will perform. 'These are the two- immutable 
ny, ph which, to us, a manifestation is made, 


to have their weight in our minds. He 1s able 
and is determined to accomplish the hponnens 
plan of grace, b onrrriog on the ame, till the top 
8tone yorong t forth with shouting, and grace, 
grace, be-cried unto it., The immutability of the 
gospel 18 argued from the nature of diyine love 
qarog 1n our hearts. Does not that love ex- 
cite our faith and our hope? Paith is put in op- 
| eration by love. Hope is produced from the same 
principle. Now though faith and hope, which are 


80 useful and necessary in this state, will cease | 


od cannot lie. His ability and determina- | 
tion to accomplish his purposes ought, likewise, | 


and come to an end in the state of bliss ; yet the 
principle from which they sprang, viz. love, will 
abide and continue forever. 

© Their ſaith and hope are known no more, 


But s8aints forever love.” | 
Love in us being a participation of the divine 
nature which is love, carries its own evidence and 
witness with itself. It is that, which gives as- 
8urance; answers all objections, and he = a Per- 
gon to rest assured in this; that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers; 
nor things present, nor things to: come—nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

Thus the gospel is unchangeable. 

['To be continued. }] 


<T will praise thee with my whole heart: before 
the gods will I sing praise unto thee. I will wor- 
ship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name 


for thy loving-kindness and for thy truth : for | 
thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 


(\5>NOTICE. £1 | 

{> Subscribers to © 'The Unaversalist Expogitor 
are informed, that after waiting 8everal weeks, to 
give them an opportunity to return the number of 
the UniveRsSALIST, in case they should decline 
taking it, we haye directed our publisher to for- 
ward the back numbers of the current volume. : 
On receiving them, they will oblige us by for- 
warding, free of expense to us, the gum of One 
Dollar, which will be in full for the pregsent vol- | 

ume. . We are happy in being able to say, that 
but very few have s81gnified any unwillingness to | 
receive this 96-1 as a 8ubstitute for the Exposi- | 
tor, and we hope all-will be well satisfied with - 
the course we have taken. EprTors. 
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In 8 ton, by Rev. M. B. , Mr. Jobn G. Pook 
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In Salisbury, by Rev. Jahiel Smith, Col. Aaron Morril 
and Miss Fanny Smith, both of that town. | 
In Amesbury, by Rev. Jahiel Smith, Mr. Warren Gale 
and Miss Barton, both of that town. 
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BRrnJ. B, Mvusszxy, 29, Cornhill, Boston, keeps cot- | 
stantly on hand and for sale at the lowest prices, 4 
sale and retail a large asortment of Bibles of all sizes and | 


. B. M. keeps constantly on hand a 
of approved gchool books which he will furnish as low ® 
can- be had at any other place to ers, Teacher | 
and Public schools.—Also a great variety of singing Boot 
will be firnished low by directing their orders as above. 

N. B. School Committees, and Teacbers furnished with 
copies ſor examination gratuitously. ; 
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